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AFEATHERED SAMSON,

Marvelous Feata of Strength Per-
formed by a Captive Maocaw.

The Athletle Bird Twists Iron Bars with
His Bill and In Varlous Other
Ways Displays His Won-
derful Powers.

They have a lot of wonderful animals
nt the Zoo, but the most wonderful
of all just now is n bird. He is
barred up behind three layers of
heavy wire mesh, such as is used
for coul sieves, and even this is havdly
enough to relieve a constant feeling of
suspicion concerning hime  The bird is
i species of the parrot known as the
maeaw, and his native conntry is Dra-
zil. The warm breath of summer which
we have had several recent touches of
seems to have inspived him with a con-
fidence peculinr to any feature thad
itself erects o home, and the netivity
of some of his exploits has surpri o

the keeper of the aviary as well us the
oftieials of the gnrdens who have never
lindl the opportunity of seeing the -
caw on his native heath,

1l¢ has only been in this country o
short time, soys the Philudelphia Tele-
graph, and until a few days ago had
sole possession of one of the row of |
cagres along the eastern wull of the
aviary. In an adjoining cage were a
flock of talkative but peaceful cocko-
toos, with fenthers as white as snow.
He observed them with compurative
indifference for a time, but a few nighits
ago he decided to make them o neirh-
horly eall, and now the garden is one
cockatoo less in its group of splécimens
of winged erention. How it happened no
one knew until the next morning, whon
when the macaw was found in the cocl-
utoo cage, sitting comfortably on a |
perch, while beneath him lay o dead
covk in the pit. The other cockatoos
kupt themselves as fur as possible oul
of sight in a corner. Three burs of
thick wire partition between the cages
hid been pulled ont to make way for
the macaw's exit.  Apparently this
miglit have been an easy thing for a
man to do, but it is doubtfnl if amoan
aould have done it more neatly or eom-
pletely.

The macaw was not put back in his
cage.  He was given quarters in o
private cage, a stout portable inclosure
about three feet square, with a floor of
gralvanized sheet iron, and iron bars as
thick as an ordinary lead pencil. ‘The
bars were supported around the sides
with cross pleces, or stringers of thicl
irom, 50 that their length was not over
six inches in any part of the cage. I
wis thought that the micaw  wn
pretty safe in that kind of o cage, but
to mitke assuranee doubly sure he was
placed in a small room in the corner of
the avinry and the door elosed, which
proved o wise precantion. The next
worning the keeperof the aviary near-
Iy full dead with paralysis to find the
waenw at lavge, perched guietly on the
top of o feed box. The box wus empty,

With his jow dropped with conster-
ndtion the keeper, who had eharge of
all the birds that ever eame thore in
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i twenty yoears of the rarden’s exiut-
cnee, stood and surveyed the seenc.
'he hirs on the heavy iron eage had
not been pulled out as in the larger
eire, but they had been bent and al-
imost broken, leaving o spuee lorm
enough for themacaw to malke hisexit,
[l he did it §s still a puzzle for the
Zoological society to' solve, if not a
puzzle for a good mechanical engineer
fomillar with the tensile and other
properties of iron.

The keeper who found the bird first
folt the bars with his fingers to see if
they had been mide out of soft metal
by mistake, but they were not. Then
he got a pair of plumber's plyers and
tried to bend them straight again, but
he had not force enough in his wrist to
doit. Then he sat down and wiped

the ¢old perspirafion from his face and
looked at the mocaw with a suspicion
that the bird must be supernatural,
while the bird sat as serenely as possi- |
ble. calmly returning his gaze. The|
mucnw is o silent bird, He doesnot |
tall like other parrots.

The keeper sueured the window and
doors and went for adviee and assist- |
nnce. The maeaw is baek in its eage
now, but the bars are still bent just as |
e left them, because there is not o
pair of plyers in the garden strong
enovgeh to straighten them.  Around
the outside of the cage are the layers
of the thick wire mesh of the kind
used to sieve conl, hiding the bivd al-
most completely from view. exeept at
one eorner left open to feed him.

The moacaw's feat is the most aston-
ishing thing that has been seen in the
purden sinee it was founded. The hird
is mothing but a parrot of somewhat
extraordinary size, being over two feet
in length, and having a head on liim
probably larger thun o big Florida
orangze ond an énormous bill for w bird.
His plumage is dark and rather snle
dued in compurison with the smallor
parrots, bat it is very handsome, Since
he twisted the bars of his cage the
keepers nre wary in handling him for
fear he will pet his fighting blood up
and take a man's finger off, which he is
capable of doing,

What will be done with him has not
been determined yet. There was a
proposition to confine him in the new
bear pit, but it is probable that he will
be put in an ontdoor cagre for the sut-
mer, where the bars are us thick as
those used to conflue the eagles and
vultures. The strength of his bill is
mirvelous.

A Remurkable Shot,

A peenlinr incident happened while
the Sixth repiment of New York were
eneaerod in ridle pr:ml,iug-. nt the New
Jersey state enmp at Sea Girt.  Licut,
1L, It Albertson was trying to qualify
on the threeshundred-yurd range, On
his fifth shot three bloclkbinds flew
aeross the range.  The Heutenoant's
rifle eracked and one of the binds fell.
At the same moment the signal targot
inllieated that the licutenunt hod |
seored four points, only one point from |
the center,  An exnmination of the |
dead bivd showed that the ballet in its
flight for the target had passed through
its breast,
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QUEER FOREIGN CUSTOMS,

Tie Russian peasant never touches
food or drink without making the sign
of the eross.

Framane bootblucks are reported to
be multiplying in Paris and other
French eitics,

NEwLy-maunign girls in Hungary
offer their kisses for sale on St Jo-
seplis day, Marvch 14,

JEWIsH guides in. Rome never pass
under the arch of Titus, bot walk
around it.  The reason is, it commem-
orates o vietory over their race.

A rAw in Norway prohibits any per-
son from spending more than five cents
for liquor ut one visit to s public house;
and aleoholic stimulants are supplied
only to sober persons,

INTERESTING IF TRUE,

Tuk frigate bird, it is asserted, can
fly two hundred miles in'an hour.

Tur starfish has no nose, but the
whole of its under side is endowed with

| the sense of smell,

SoMie insects pass several years in
preparatory stute of existence, and,
finally, when perfeet, live but o few
hours.

SNAKES in South America fear the
secretary bird, and will even erawl
away from its shadow, This bird cun
casily thrash a snalke twice its size.

Dovk TlawkiNsg, who lives near Ma-
con, G, 2ot up the other night to
strike o mateh. bhut didn’t go to the
burenn for it. finding one nearer. The
light dis¢losedl a rattler, which he
killed with an iron shoe last.

HEARD AND OVERHEARD.

I a shop—That a heart-shaped tea
table is one of the new things.

IN a  bowdoir—=That photographs
must be placed in Lonis XIV. frames,

IN o library—"Thut the best designers
of book covers in this country are
women.

IN the country—That a morning can-
ter on the back of ong's thoroughbred is
the thing everywhere.

Av u graeden party—That one of the
stuning costumes was a kilt-plaited
skirt of light muuve crepe de chine,

AT o wedding-—That the bride's gifts
o her maids were exquisite fans, with
a picture of herself puinted in one
corner,

A TRIFLE FRENCHY.

Tue French census shows a total of
300,000 forelgn work people,

Tug French government pays its
representative at  London 00,000 &
year,

FRANCE has the largest public debt
of any couutry in the world. It
wmounts to S0, 120,000,000

Tue French ¢ourts have recently de-
villt-t_l thut a woman's dot or murringe
portion is the property of her husband.

Accorbrss to M. Flammarion, the
great astronomen, the mwean tempera:
ture of Pards for the pust six yeurs has
betn two degrees below the normal,




